
The future of educational computing is mobility and a rethink of the way we do business! 
ABSTRACT: As students access remotely or move from class to class carrying their own computers and needing access to resources unique to each student’s needs, the institution will be forced to think as an enterprise. That is a new concept to much of academia! 
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Wireless laptop networking, distance learning methods, ready availability of home broadband connections and the high cost of software and hardware replacement in times of fiscal austerity are converging to change the landscape of academic computing. Going, going but not yet gone are traditional computer labs. They’re being replaced with portable computers.
What will happen to the old computer labs? They may be replaced with tables with power and Ethernet plugs. Why not, they’re fixed points why not equip them with high-speed wired switched Ethernet? Or, they may become more free floating work areas that take advantage of the ability to rearrange the room layout to suit individual needs. I think the end result will be a mixture of both. Once students realize the advantage of being able to take their work home, there will be no going back!
How will this shape the teaching landscape? I think the presence of ubiquitous connectivity provides an opportunity to change the whole concept of education and faculty-student-staff interaction. I think the emergence of tablet computers will only accelerate this. (Are you listening hardware manufacturers?)
As the sense of the educational experience becoming a virtual, as well as a physical, experience becomes a reality; educational institutions will be challenged to rethink their methods of supporting computers and perhaps even their have to consider their very concept of self.
[image: image2.wmf]Traditionally a university is organized as programs inside departments inside schools inside colleges inside divisions inside the university. This is reflected and enforced physically in the way buildings are deployed around the campus and the way classrooms are arranged inside the buildings. Each of these organizational entities functions as a separate entity. IT support and domain structures are often very fractured and diffused amongst these entities. There often are no enforced enterprise standards. 
This sense of physical definition goes away when everybody is plugged into the big Internet and may not even be present on campus. Who maintains student computers? Who assigns access to network resources? Who decides and enforces hardware and software standards? How does the university deal with issues related to security? These are all questions to ponder.
As students access remotely or move from class to class carrying their own computers and needing access to resources unique to each student’s needs, the institution will be forced to think as an enterprise. That is a new concept to much of academia! Some faculty may not like being told that the way they teach has to conform to an organizational standard. Some may see this as a threat to the sacred concept of educational freedom.
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